Grand Valley Forum, volume 020, number 43,  July 8, 1996 by Grand Valley State University
Grand Valley State University
ScholarWorks@GVSU
1995-1996, Volume 20 Grand Valley Forum, 1976-
7-8-1996
Grand Valley Forum, volume 020, number 43, July
8, 1996
Grand Valley State University
Follow this and additional works at: http://scholarworks.gvsu.edu/forum20
Part of the Archival Science Commons, Education Commons, and the History Commons
This News Article is brought to you for free and open access by the Grand Valley Forum, 1976- at ScholarWorks@GVSU. It has been accepted for
inclusion in 1995-1996, Volume 20 by an authorized administrator of ScholarWorks@GVSU. For more information, please contact
scholarworks@gvsu.edu.
Recommended Citation
Grand Valley State University, "Grand Valley Forum, volume 020, number 43, July 8, 1996" (1996). 1995-1996, Volume 20. 43.
http://scholarworks.gvsu.edu/forum20/43
Monday, July 8, 1996 
A News letter for t he 
GR A NDVALLEY 
STATE U N I VER S IT Y 
Com mun i t y 
Volume 20, Number 43 
Muskegon Welcomes Grand Valley's 
New Research Vessel 
The WC. Jackson, Grand Va lley's 
new resea rch vessel, was dedicated on 
June 27 in a ceremony at Heritage 
Landing on Muskegon Lake. 
The event included remarks from 
President Arend D. Lubbe rs; Ron 
Ward , Director of the Water Resou rces 
Institute; and Roger Andersen and Dr. 
William Schroeder, Muskegon residents 
and co-cha irs of loca l fund-ra ising 
efforts for the WC. Jackson. Dr. 
William G. Jackson, a Muskegon 
businessman and environmentalist, fo r 
whom the vessel is named, christened 
the 65-foot boat. 
Bu il t by Kanter Yachts of St. 
Thomas, Ontario, the WC.Jackson is 
home ported in Muskegon and joins 
the Grand Haven-based, 45-foot DJ. 
Angus as Grand Valley's second vessel 
used in the Water Resources Institute's 
Outreach Education Program. 
"It's an outstanding program that 
has exceeded the capabil ities of the 
DJ. Angus," said Ward. "We had 5,000 
people on 231 cru ises last year; we 
rea lly knocked ourselves ou t. We've 
seen the program grow year after year 
and we knew that Muskegon wanted a 
presence on their waterfront as well. " 
In add ition to hosting more 
educatio nal programs, the WC. 
Jackson wi ll also take on more fa r-
reaching research projects. With two 
500 horsepower engines, as well as 
sleeping quarters and a galley, the 
vessel can travel fas t and fa r across the 
Great Lakes without the need to return 
to port. Ward anticipates research and 
educational trips from Little Traverse 
Bay to the Milwaukee-Chicago 
coastline of Lake 
Michigan. 
The WC.Jackson became a reality 
because of the fund -raising e fforts of 
the "Making Waves in Muskegon" 
Committee. Will iam G. Jackson and his 
wife Kay provided the in itial $250,000 
challenge grant. Jackson, a former 
Upjohn Company chemist and fou nding 
pa1tner of the Burdick and Jackson 
Company, spearheaded the "Save O ur 
Lake Committee," credited with cleaning 
up Muskegon Lake in the 1960s. 
From corporate and individual gifts, 
"Making Waves in Muskegon" raised 
$1.6 million. About $1 million of that 
money will become an endowment to 
fund on-going programs on the 
$600,000 vessel. 
Summer Program Targets Gifted Kids 
GVSU fac ulty and staff members will 
share sidewalks and hallways with 350 
children for three weeks, starting today, 
on the Allendale campus. The 16th 
Focus on Ability program runs Ju ly 8-25 
for students who will be in grades 1-8 
in the fa ll and who have demonstrated 
an interest in learning. 
Focus on Ability is a summer 
learning experience sponsored by the 
School of Education in conjunction with 
GVSU's Regional Math & Science 
Center. Dorothy Armstrong, who 
founded the program 16 yea rs ago and 
still serves as directo r, sa id students in 
the program are typically considered 
gifted and ta lented in one or more 
areas of study. 
"These are youngste rs who are 
d istinguished by above-average interest 
in lea rning and who don't get enough 
service in specia l programs during the 
school yea r," Armstrong said, adding 
continued on page 2 
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that funding cuts have eliminated gifted and 
talented programs in area schools in the 
past decade. "Often, during the regular 
school year, these students are told they're 
exceptional. O ne of the gifts of coming 
together is realizing they do have a peer 
group. Another benefit is being able to 
learn at their own pace ." 
In the past, topics of study have includ-
ed everything from dinosaurs to drama , 
archaeology and art. Students work in 
groups and are encouraged to create the ir 
own learning experience. They are not 
graded , but they are urged to evaluate 
themselves. 
Armstrong said Focus on Abi lity also 
benefits students in GVSU's master's pro-
gram in gifted and ta lented education. 
Serving as teache rs in the Focus on Ability 
p rogram enables these teache rs to try 
instructional methods they have studied in 
their graduate classes . 
Parents also benefit from Focus on 
Ability. Three workshops during the pro-
gram session will foc us on helping parents 
in everything from ra ising a gifted child to 
add ressing their child 's needs at area 
schools . 
Students ji-om last 
year's Focus on 
Ability program 
pai-ticipate in a 
hands-on learning 
experience in 
science. 
Fr. Bill Langlois Receives Award of Merit 
Pres ident Lubbers thanks Rev. 
William Langlo is fo r his 12 years of 
service to Grand Valley during a lun-
cheon on June 24. Father Bill , w ho 
has celebrated Mass on campus since 
1984, was a counselo r to many Grand 
Va ll ey students wh il e a lso se rving as 
pastor of St. Michael Parish in Coop-
e rsville. Langlois's new assignment as 
pastor of St. Patrick Parish in Grand 
Haven began July 2. 
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Coming Events 
Sunday Carillon Concerts 
Continue 
Summer carillon concerts continue 
on July 14 with a performance by 
University of Michigan Carillonist Margo 
Halsted at 8 p.m. Halsted , an interna-
tional performer, is interested in ea rly 
ca rillon music and has been the 
consultant 
for seven 
carill on and 
chime 
installations. 
Ha lsted's 
performance 
will be 
p receded by 
an informal 
Bastille Day 
concert 
performed 
by the GVSU 
University 
Community Margo Halsted 
Orchestra 
conducted by Lee Copenhaver, profes-
sor of Music. Featuring music by French 
composers, 
the perfor-
mance will 
begin in the 
Cook-DeWitt 
Center 
auditorium at 
7:30 p.m. 
The 
carillon 
concert on 
July 21 will 
feature 
Richard 
Giszczak, who 
is a chemical 
Richard Ciszczak 
engineer at the University of Michigan. 
Giszcza k has se1ved as acting carillonist 
at the U-M and has tra nscribed or 
arranged more than 100 works for 
carillon. 
Admission to a ll the concerts is free 
and guests are encouraged to bring 
lawn chairs and blankets. 
Plant Services Surplus Sale 
The university surplus equipment 
sa le will be held on Thursday, July 18, 
Controller's Office Gets Pat on the Back 
From Software Company 
Pinnacle Software, the company that holds the maintenance contract fo r Grand 
Valley's financial records, recently featured GVSU staff in an article in their 
company newsletter. Controller Jim Starkweather reported that several offi ces 
took part in an on-going project to install and enhance software used in the 
accounting, student accounts, payroll and purchasing offices . 
Pictured are some representatives of departments who have been involved in 
testing system enhancements. 
Grand Valley staff members 
praised for their support 
included, leji to right: 
kneeling - Jim Stm·kweather 
and Brian Van Doeselaar; 
first row - Bob Daniels, 
Kristi Fosdick, Linda 
Longnecker, Valerie Rhodes, 
Mau1·ine VanHuis, Karen 
Shriver,· second row - Crace 
DeJonge, Deb Vanderwal, 
Audine Buchanan, Jody 
Reid and Janet Lenic. 
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at 12 noon in the east end of the 
Se1vice Building under the lean-to . 
Many items will be offered for sale. 
Cash o r check payment is due at time 
of purchase. All sales are fina l and no 
early sales will be honored . Contact Sec 
Garcia at x3850 or via cc:Mail for more 
information. 
Across Campus 
Travel Policy Change 
Announced 
Beginning this fiscal year, GVSU 
employees using a personal vehicle on 
university business will be re imbursed 
at 27¢ per mile, instead of the current 
ra te of 24¢. New trave l and expense 
vouchers are ava ilable from the Print 
Shop. 
GVSU Resource Guide 
Update 
Facul ty and AP staff were recently 
asked to fill out a form updating 
information for the GVSU Resource 
Guide, a list of expe rts and speakers 
for journalists and community organiza-
tions. These forms should be fill ed in 
and returned to Tim Penning, news 
and information se1vices manager, in 
the Office of University Communica-
tions. 
Job Openings 
Clerical, Office, Technical 
Confidential Secreta1y, pa1t-time, Human 
Resources Office - $10.15 - $11 .45. 
Provides supports to professional staff, 
with significant support for affirmative 
action and employment. 
Executive,Administrative, Professional 
Research Assistant II , (30 hours per week) , 
Regional Math and Science Center -
$20,000. 
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Faculty and Staff Sketches 
Ben Lockerd, associate professor of 
English, presented a paper titled "Eliot's 
Aristotle : In My Telos Is My Beginning" 
at the American Literature Association 
confe rence in San Diego. 
David Tanis, assistant professor of 
Chemistry, gave a lecture titled "Precon-
ceptions in Pre-Service Chemist1y 
Education Students" as the dinne r 
speaker at the Mathematics and Science 
Education Conference of the Association 
of Independent Colleges and Universi-
ties of Michigan he ld at Ca lvin Coll ege. 
Roger Ellis , associate professor of 
Theatre , presented two acting work-
shops at the Midwest conference of the 
American Community Theatre Associa-
tion in South Haven. The workshops, 
titled "Using Yourself in the Audition," 
were attended by nearly 200 theatre 
representatives from the five-state Great 
Lakes region. 
Luis Otero, assistant director of 
Career Services, presented a paper titled 
"Total Quality Management at Work in 
the Service Sector: A Real Life Example" 
at the 1996 Annua l Meeting of the 
Midwest Business Administration 
Association in Chicago. 
Nancy Levenburg, director of Contin-
uing Education, is the author of a paper 
titled "Production/ Operations Manage- · 
ment Curricula: Thoughts from Practi-
tioners and Professors." An educational 
and research foundation paper, the 
research was funded by a grant from 
the American Production and Inventory 
Control Society, Inc. (APICS). The pape r 
will be published/ available though 
APICS' 1997 Educational Materials 
Catalog. 
In the News 
Alex Nesterenko, associate professor 
of Communications , was inte rviewed for 
an article about summer classes that 
appeared in the June 10 issue of the 
Holland Sentinel. 
Janet Brashler, professor of Anthro-
pology, was quoted in the Detroit Free 
Press on June 13, regarding Hopewell 
artifacts found along the Grand River. 
Bill Fisher, technical support manager 
of Information Technology, was 
interviewed for a June 5th Grand 
Rapids Press article about litter in 
cyberspace. 
GVSU film students, and visiting 
instructor and alumnus Mitch Nyberg, 
appeared on WOOD TV-8 news on 
June 26. 
Randy Precious, captain of the WG. 
Jackson, was interviewed on WOOD 
TV-8 on June 27 at the dedication of the 
vessel. 
Tom Yackish, associate professor of 
Engineering, was interviewed for an 
article about GVSU's solar boat that 
appeared in the June 1 issue of the 
Holland Sentinel. 
Ben Rudolph, chair of the Marketing 
Department, was interviewed for an 
article about the Meijer store expansion 
in Holland that appeared in the June 23 
issue of the Holland Sentinel. 
Julianne Vanden Wyngaard, associate 
professor of Music, was featured o n 
June 13 in a Grand Rapids Press article 
about the Grand Valley summer carillon 
concert series. 
Jim Sanford, associate dean of 
Seidman School of Business and Office 
for Economic Expansion director, was 
featured in the June 17 issue of the 
Grand Rapids Business Journal. Sanford 
was also featured along with James 
Kadlecek, former director of OEE, in an 
article announcing the change in 
leadership in the May 13 ed ition of the 
Business Journal. 
Mary Horan , dean of Kirkhof School 
of Nursing, was interviewed in a Grand 
Haven Tribune article about GVSU's 
graduate nursing program. 
United Way. It works. 
Unitedway 
Grand Valley State University has a fine tradition of 
supporting the United Way and the many west Michi-
gan o rganizations it supports. We know that it works. 
But, we may not have a fu ll appreciation of how it 
works. 
From now until this year's United Way campaign in 
October, Forum wi ll be publishing stories that illustrate 
how GVSU facu lty and staff have offered service to -
or have been served by - United Way affiliated human 
service o rganizations. 
If you have a story to share, please send it to the FORUM ce:Mail box. 
